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FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES
Sunday   1 Feb  Mt Macedon – Camel’s Hump Cynthia Lui
Monday   2 Feb  Hastings – Jacks Beach Jim Smith
Wednesday   4 Feb  Lilydale Circuit Richard Bowen
Sunday   8 Feb  Sandringham – Rickett's Point Stephen Pfundt
Monday   9 Feb  Sandringham Graeme Barker
Tuesday 10 Feb  Charles Dickens Tavern Lunch Charlie Freedman
Wednesday 11 Feb  Diamond Creek – Eltham John Rankin
Sunday 15 Feb  Arthurs Seat Doug Bates
Monday 16 Feb  Bike Ride: Nunawading – L’dale John Rankin
Wednesday 18 Feb  Plenty – Hurstbridge David Watkins
Sunday 22 Feb  Sugarloaf Reservoir John Gates
Monday 23 Feb  Albert Park – Port Melbourne Graeme Barker
Mon-Sat 23-28 Feb  Tasman National Park Cynthia Lui
Wednesday 25 Feb  Pascoe Vale – Royal Park Alex Hordijenko

Copy for March to:  Charlie Freedman – Phone: 0415 558 249
email:  charliefreedman@yahoo.com

by the 1st Wednesday in the month, 4th February.

Laughter Is The Best Medicine

A husband is someone who, after taking the rubbish out,
gives the impression he has just cleaned the whole house.
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If undeliverable, return to:
Melbourne Walking Club Inc.

Box 2446 GPO
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

Melbourne Walking Club Circular

On The Beach …

Place
Stamp
Here
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3. Mount Nelse Summit - 11km. 

Estimated Costs: Cost of 3 nights’ accommodation at the CSIR Ski Lodge will be 

$165 ($55 per person per night). A deposit of $100 per person will be required at 
the time of registration towards accommodation. 

For further information including a more detailed itinerary, please contact: 
Ann Lewis (Mobile: 0411 364 001, Email: annveronicalewis@gmail.com) or 
Sue Cranage (Mobile: 0414 669 948, Email: smcranage@optusnet.com.au). 

Please Note: Places are limited to a maximum of 8 participants. Registration 

closing date is 31st January 2026. A wait list will be maintained in case of 
cancellations. 

Sun 29 Mar  Working Bee - Walter Briggs Hut 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Trevor Rosen    Phone: 0412 136 124 

The Easy Metro Walks 

Based on notes prepared by the late Hugh Gibson 

The Easy Metro walks, which are normally held on the fourth Monday of 
each month, February to November, were initiated by Bill Fleming in 2005. 

At that time the Wednesday walks were attracting 25-30 walkers aged 
mainly 60-70, and the walks were usually about 14-16km, and so Bill 
initiated the program of Monday Easy Metro walks. These were about 
8km, with starting times slightly later than the regular walks to miss the 
peak traffic, and with easy access to the rendezvous. 

Bill led the first walk from Burnley to Docklands on 28th November, 2005. 
A well-liked member of the Club, Bill passed away suddenly in March 
2007. Hugh Gibson then volunteered to become the Convenor of Easy 
Metro Walks, and carried out this role until February, 2020, when Covid 
intervened. Up till then there were 142 walks, with a typical attendance of 
15, and the smallest 4, when the June forecast was for cold, torrential rain 
all day, with four tough guys – John Horan, Alan Hosking, Jim Cone and 
Hugh Gibson – walking from Brighton to St Kilda. 

During the 15 years of Hugh’s involvement there were 26 walk leaders, 
with Hugh officiating at 43 walks. Sadly, Hugh passed away in April, 2025. 

Since 2020 the Easy Metro walks have continued with a variety of leaders, 
and Alan Manzoori has recently taken on the role of convenor. 

One final note. For those preferring shorter, easier walks, the Third 
Wednesday Walks have now become the Second Monday Walks from the 
beginning of 2026, with Graeme Barker being the convenor. 

Keith Tupper 
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Save the Date! 

Federation Walks (Fed Walks) - October 10-11, 2026 

The 2026 Federation Walks will be hosted in the Portland area of Victoria 
by the friends of the Great South West Walk, focusing on the scenic 
262km Great South West Walk. The event is scheduled for the weekend of 
October 10-11, 2026. The Fed Walks are a Bushwalking Victoria initiative 
that have been going for more than 90 years. 

Bookings for walks on the Saturday and Sunday typically open about the 
1st July, 2026. A choice of approx. 22 walks is offered on the Saturday and 
again on the Sunday. There is usually an optional dinner organised for the 
Saturday night. 

The walks vary from very easy (Level 1), to hard or very hard (Level 5). All 
the walks are led by experienced Leaders who have previewed the walk. 
The walks are only open to members of bushwalking clubs in Victoria 
affiliated with Bushwalking Victoria. 

Accommodation: Book your own accommodation in Portland. This can be 
done any time from now. It is fun to get a group of members together to 
book a house or cabins. It is advisable to arrive on the Friday to be ready 
to walk on the Saturday morning, so booking for the Friday and Saturday 
nights is necessary. It is also more relaxing to stay on for the Sunday night 
and drive home on the Monday if you can afford the time. 

Catering: Self-catering except for the optional Dinner on the Saturday 
night. 

Official Website: check the dedicated Federation Walks website 
https://fedwalks.org.au periodically for the release of the 2026 program 
and maps. 

Host Club Social Media: The Great South Walk Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/greatsouthwestwalk is a good source for 
the latest announcements. 

Contact: Kim Rosen Ph. 0422 804 816 or email kimtjrosen@yahoo.com 
for more information or to register your interest in attending either by 
yourself or with other members of MWC. 

Don’t miss this amazing opportunity to discover and explore the 

Great South West Walk of Victoria. 
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FEBRUARY ACTIVITIES 
Sun 1 Feb  Mount Macedon Memorial Cross – Camel’s Hump – 
Day’s Picnic Ground 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Cynthia Lui    Phone: 0415 038 776 

Rendezvous & Morning Tea: 9.45 am at Harbison Picnic Ground carpark near 
the entrance to the Memorial Cross (Melway 657 G1). 

Maps: Melway 657 G1 and X909 G10. 

Grading: Medium (Grade 3)   Distance: Approx. 13 km. 

Transport: Private car. Mount Macedon is 65 km from Melbourne and is easily 
accessed via the Calder Freeway. There is ample free parking within the 
Harbison Picnic Ground. It can get busy on weekends so you may need use 
one of the parking areas a bit further away. 

Morning Tea: A short morning tea break before we start our walk. BYO 
coffee/tea or grab one at the coffee van. Please note at the time of the recce 
the tearooms were closed for renovations. If the tearooms are still closed, a 
coffee van should be open. Cake and bikkies supplied by leader. Toilets 
available. 

Walk Details: We start our walk with a visit to the Macedon Memorial Cross 
and Major Mitchell’s Lookout. The memorial cross was donated by William 
Cameron in 1935 to commemorate Australians who died in WWI. It was 
damaged in the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfires. It was replaced in 1995 
through funding from the Grollo family and the local community. 

We then follow the Macedon Ranges Walking Trail to Camel’s Hump, the 
region’s highest peak at 1,011 metres, where the panoramic views of 
neighbouring Woodend and Hanging Rock will make the steep rocky climb 
worth it. From there we head to our lunch location at Day’s Picnic Ground 
where there are toilets and seating. As seating is limited and this is a popular 
picnic spot, please bring something to sit on (towel or seating pad). 

Note: This is not a flat trail but is mostly in shade. Sections are rocky with tree 
roots. Hiking poles are recommended. Gaiters would be useful as there is one 
section that could be overgrown by late summer. Toilets at start/end, lunch 
and before we reach Camel’s Hump. Potential escapes at McGregor Picnic 
Ground and Camel’s Hump carpark which requires a shorter return walk via 
Cameron Drive. 
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Sun 15 Mar  Punty Lane - Red Hill 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Stephen Pfundt   Phone: 0434 199 736 

Wed 18 Mar  Victoria Park - Fairfield 

Leader: Cynthia Lui    Phone: 0415 038 776 

Sun 22 Mar  Dandenong Ranges 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: TBA     Phone: TBA 

Mon 23 Mar  Easy Metro: South Melbourne – West Gate Bridge 

Leader: David Watkins    Phone: 0414 547 190 
      david39mwc@gmail.com 

Rendezvous: 9.55am at Montague Street tram Stop #126 on route #109 to Station 
Pier. 

Maps: Melway 43 & 42  Grading: Easy  Distance: 8km. 

Transport: Catch 9.35am Station Pier tram #109 at Stop #1 corner of Collins and 
Spencer Streets. Alight at stop #126 Montague Street at 9.53am 

Morning Tea: Decide on the day. 

Lunch: Bay Trail Park, Melway 42 C1. 

Walk Details: A flat easy walk, no hills, with park land, beachside, and bushland 
walking to finish at Albora Marinas on Lorimer Street. 

Toilets: At Station Pier (2km), Westport Reserve (3km),Todd Road (3.4km), 
Westgate Park (4.6km). 

Escapes: There are escapes all through this walk. 

Wed 25 Mar  Mt. Waverley - Mitcham 

Leader: Doug Swinbourne   Phone: 0438 881 176 

Thu-Sun 26-29 Mar  Base Undercover Activity: Falls Creek, Victoria 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leaders: Ann Lewis    Phone: 0411 364 001 
   Sue Cranage     0414 669 948 

Rendezvous: Thursday 26th March arrive after 3pm at the Aurora (CSIR) Ski 
Lodge in Falls Creek Village with a 6pm group dinner at the Frying Pan Inn. 

Transport: Private car. Falls Creek Village is approx. 400km from Melbourne. 

Accommodation: 3 nights at the Aurora (CSIR) Ski Lodge, 1 Schuss Street, Falls 
Creek Village: www.csirski.asn.au. 

Walk Details: There will be a variety of day walks organised such as: 
1. The Wallace Heritage Trail - 8km. 
2. Healthy Spur Track - 8km. 
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Four days of hiking exploring the beautiful Tasman National Park, including 
Cape Hauy and Cape Raoul. 

Wed 25 Feb  Pascoe Vale – Royal Park 

Leader: Alex Hordijenko   Phone: 0497 699 507 

Rendezvous: 9.50am at Pascoe Vale railway station. 

Maps: Melway 16, 17, 29 & 28           Grading: Easy           Distance: 11 km. 

Transport: 9.27am Craigieburn train ex Flinders Street, arriving Pascoe Vale 
station at 9.50am. 

Morning Tea: Esslemont Reserve (Melway 16 J9). Seating but no shelter or 
toilets. 

Walk Details: A pleasant flat walk mainly on bike paths alongside Moonee 
Ponds Creek and then on suburban streets and sealed walking tracks towards 
the end of the walk. Lunch will be taken at Montgomery Park (Melway 29 A4), 
shelter, seating, table and toilet available. 

Escapes: There are bus escapes at Moreland Road, Albion Street and 
Brunswick Road along the way. 

MARCH PROGRAM 
Sun 1 Mar  Surf Coast 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: TBA     Phone: TBA 

Mon 2 Mar  Flinders Circuit 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Ian Tregear    Phone: 9548 3391 

Wed  4 Mar  Werribee - Werribee 

Leader: Terry Keating    Phone: 0418 149 032 

Sun 8 Mar  Coburg Lake Reserve 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Alex Hordijenko   Phone: 0497 699 507 

Mon 9 Mar  Parkdale Beach 

Leader: Les Littlejohn    Phone: 5987 2215 

Tue 10 Mar  Lunch - Charles Dickens Tavern 

Leader: Charlie Freedman   Phone: 0415 558 249 

Wed 11 Mar  Healesville - Healesville 

Leader: Miles Pierce    Phone: 0429 359 832 
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Mon 2 Feb  Hastings – Jacks Beach 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Jim Smith    Phone: 0437 077 532 

Rendezvous & Morning Tea: 9:45am at Babington Park, Hastings (Melway 
154 J8). 

Maps: Melway 154 – 165  Grading: Easy  Distance: 10 km. 

Transport: Private car. 

Walk Details: An easy walk along the foreshore park to a boardwalk amongst 
the mangroves with good views of Westernport Bay. We then head to Jacks 
beach picnic area for lunch, and a return by the same track. There are no hills 
involved. Toilets situated near start and at lunch spot. 

Wed 4 Feb  Lilydale Circuit 

Leader: Richard Bowen   Phone: 9885 0438 
       0406 500 061 

Rendezvous: Lilydale Railway Station at 9.37am. 

Morning Tea: Grandstand by oval in Melba Park (Melway 38 E4). 

Map: Melway 38        Grading: Easy (one hill)        Distance: Approx. 10km. 

Transport: Lilydale train leaves Flinders Street Station at 8.45am, arriving 
Lilydale at 9.37am. 

Walk Details: Follow the rail trail, and leave to walk to Lilydale Lake for lunch. 
After lunch, walk around the lake and back to Lilydale station. 

Escape: At lunch time (where there are toilets). 

Note: Return trains at 1.39pm and every half hour. 

Sun 8 Feb  Sandringham – Rickett's Point – Sandringham 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Stephen Pfundt   Phone: 0434 199 736 

Rendezvous: Meet outside the station at 8:50am, then a 200m walk to the 
historic rotunda in the foreshore reserve to commence the walk. 

Maps: Melway 76, 85 & 86        Grading: Easy        Distance: Approx 12km. 

Transport: 8:17am Sandringham line train from Flinders St to Sandringham, 
arriving 8:47am. For those intending to drive and park nearby, note there is a 
Triathlon being held on February 8th, Beach Rd is closed in this area and side 
street unrestricted parking will likely be full until several hundred metres from 
Beach Rd. 

Walk Details: A scenic walk along paved beachside paths, firm compacted 
sand tracks through tea tree shrub and some shared pedestrian/bike paths 
from Sandringham to Ricketts Point marine sanctuary for morning tea. There 
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is a café on the beach at Ricketts Point if you want to buy morning tea. Return 
to Sandringham station after morning tea on the same route. There are good 
views across the bay from clifftop vantage points, views of the historic wreck 
of the Cerberus and high sandstone cliffs at Half Moon Bay and shallow rock 
pools full of marine life at Ricketts Point. 

Notes: Public toilets are available at many locations along the route. Most of 
the walk is paved and flat but some of the sand track sections have tree roots 
and other trip hazards, consider walking poles. There are many bus routes at 
points several hundred metres inland from our beachside walk, check Google 
maps to pre-plan if you think you might need an escape. 

Mon 9 Feb  Sandringham 

Leader: Graeme Barker   Phone: 9874 6938 
       0437 006 938 

Rendezvous: Sandringham Station (west side) at 9.51 am. 

Maps: Melway 76 & 85    Grading: Easy. 

Distance: am: 7.2 km; pm: 2.7 km. 

Transport: 9.21 am Sandringham train ex Flinders Street, arriving 
Sandringham Station at 9.51 am. Return trains from Sandringham on 15 
minute service. There is limited car parking at Sandringham Hotel (on Beach 
Road, Melway 76 G9). 

Morning Tea: 10.00 am at Band Rotunda (Melway 76 F10). Toilets, shelter and 
seating available. 

Lunch: At morning tea spot (Melway 76 F10). 

Walk Details: AM: An attractive walk north along foreshore on well-formed 
paths. Some street walking. 
PM: A short walk south on concrete paths and dirt tracks and return to the 
lunch spot. 
For those who are adventurous there is an opportunity to walk on the 
foreshore sand, although this is difficult walking. 

Escapes: On the morning walk there is an escape at Hampton Station and a 
bit further along the track also at Brighton Beach Station. 

Tue 10 Feb  Lunch – Charles Dickens Tavern 

NB: Please let the leader know if you are going to attend this activity. 

Leader: Charlie Freedman   Phone: 0415 558 249 

Our regular monthly social lunch occurs on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
(except January) at the Charles Dickens Tavern in the basement of 290 
Collins Street Melbourne at 12 noon. All welcome. 
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Walk Details: The beginning is an easy downhill stretch along Sutherland Rd, 
then the remainder of the walk is generally flat along quiet roads to join the 
Diamond Creek Trail which is followed to the finish. 

There are options to finish at Diamond Creek, 5km, Wattle Glen, 9km or 
Hurstbridge 12.5km. 

Sun 22 Feb  Sugarloaf Reservoir 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: John Gates    Phone: 0428 761 644 

Rendezvous & Morning Tea: 9.30am at the Rotunda, Ridge Picnic Area, 
Sugarloaf Reservoir. 

Maps: Melway 264, 265, 266 & 272       Grading: Medium       Distance: 16km. 

Transport: Private car to Sugarloaf Reservoir. The entrance is from Simpson 
Road and is 17km from Eltham, or 10km from Yarra Glen. The entrance to the 
reservoir and picnic area is well sign posted. 

Walk Details: For most of the walk we follow the relatively level perimeter of 
the reservoir, although we go inland for a short hilly section. BYO lunch. 

Notes: The well-defined track enjoys pleasant views. Toilets are only available 
in the picnic area. There are no escapes. 

Mon 23 Feb  Easy Metro: Albert Park – Port Melbourne 

Leader: Graeme Barker   Phone: 9874 6938 
       0437 006 938 

Rendezvous, Morning Tea & Lunch: 10.00am at the Rotunda adjacent to the 
car park near the Plant - Williamson Rowing Pavillion alongside Albert Park 
Lake. Melway 2K E7. 

Maps: Melway 57, 58 & 2K        Grading: Easy        Distance: 10 km. 

Transport: The 9.30am St Kilda tram #12 at Cnr of Collins and Elizabeth 
Streets to stop #130 at Cnr of Albert Road and Clarendon Street. Cross with 
traffic lights to Albert Park Lake. Trams are fairly frequent on this line so the 
leader will wait for any latecomers. 

Walk Details: A pleasant flat walk around the lake returning to the Rotunda for 
lunch. After lunch the walk goes along some interesting streets and gardens in 
South Melbourne to finish at Port Melbourne. Return to city via light rail. 

Notes: Toilets available at rendezvous, morning tea and lunch. Escape 
available from Albert Park Lake. 

Mon-Sat 23-28 Feb  Tasman National Park, Tasmania 

NB. This Base Undercover Activity is now fully booked. 

Leaders: Cynthia Lui    Phone: 0415 038 776 
    Francis Brennan    0438 383 899 
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Mon 16 Feb  Bike Ride: Nunawading – Lilydale 

The ride is suitable for all types of bikes, including ebikes, and all types 
of riders. Please notify the Leader if you intend to come on this ride. 

Leader: John Rankin    Phone: 0408 373 148 

Rendezvous: 10.00 am outside Nunawading station (Springvale Rd). 

Morning Tea: Across Springvale Rd directly opposite the station entrance 
(Melway 48 F10); toilet in station, coffee from nearby cafes, if needed. 

Maps: Too many to list!           Grading: Moderate           Distance: 30 km. 

Transport: By private car or train. Private car: Park in the car park in front of 
the Amart store, 410 Whitehorse Rd, Nunawading (Melway 48 G9). There is 
no time limit on parking in that section. Ride down between Harvey Norman 
and Focus Furniture/JB Hi-Fi to Walker Rd. Turn right and join the Box Hill – 
Ringwood trail. Continue on ~200 m to Springvale Rd to the rendezvous. 
Train: Belgrave train to Nunawading; departs Flinders St station 9.26 am, 
arrives Nunawading 9.53 am. Note, there is a lift which makes it easy with a 
bike. 

Ride Details: This is a moderately easy and pleasant ride along a mix of 
paved and gravel paths with some street riding. From Nunawading station we 
follow the rail trail east to join the Eastlink Trail south to join the Dandenong 
Creek Trail. We follow the Trail eastward to join the Tarralla Creek Trail 
northward to join the Carrum to Warburton Trail to Lillydale Lake Park and 
Lilydale station. Return trains every 20 minutes. Lunch will be in the Red Earth 
Community Park (Melway 37 H12); toilets and shelter. The section from 
Mooroolbark to Lilydale (~8 km) is undulating and some sections are gravel, 
and is the most difficult part of the ride. 

Escapes: An escape is possible after lunch at Mooroolbark station (22 km). 

Wed 18 Feb  Plenty – Diamond Creek – Wattle Glen – Hurstbridge 

Leader: David Watkins    Phone: 0414 547 190 
      david39mwc@gmail.com 

Rendezvous: Outside Plenty Hall 9.45am. Coffee and snacks available at 
Plentiful Café, Melway 11 D5. 

Maps: Melway 11, 12 & 185        Grading: Easy        Distance: 5k/9k/11.8k. 

Transport: 8.34am Hurstbridge Train to Greensborough (9.22). Cross Para Rd 
to bus station to catch 9.34 #901 Melbourne Airport bus to alight at Howell / 
Yan Yean Rds (7 mins). 

Morning Tea: Plenty War Memorial Park football Ground, seating, cover and 
toilets. 

Lunch: Nillumbik Park Diamond Creek, Melway 12 A5. 

February  2026 6 

Wed 11 Feb  Diamond Creek – Eltham 

Leader: John Rankin    Phone: 0408 373 148 

Rendezvous: 9.35 am at Diamond Creek station. 

Morning Tea: Diamond Creek Reserve picnic area (Melway 12 A6); toilet and 
shelter. 

Maps: Melway 12, 22 & 21 Grading: Moderate Distance: 11 km. 

Transport: Hurstbridge train departing Flinders Street 8.25 am, arriving 
Diamond Creek 9.31 am. 

Walk Details: Note, there are several long inclines, a couple of steep inclines 
and one steep decline on this walk. It is an interesting walk with good views 
along the Aqueduct Trail. From the station we follow the Diamond Creek Trail 
south to join the Aqueduct Trail which we follow to Research Trail then rejoin 
the Diamond Creek Trail to Eltham station. Lunch will be in Research Park 
(Melway 22 F2); toilets, no shelter. 

Escapes: Escape after lunch at about 7.5 km to Main Road; #578/579 bus to 
Eltham station. 

Sun 15 Feb  Arthurs Seat – Seawinds Garden – Kings Falls – 
Eagle Chairlift 

NB. You must contact the leader if you want to attend this activity. 

Leader: Doug Bates    Phone: 0408 321 633 

Rendezvous: 9:45am for 10:00 start, at Picnic Shelter, Arthurs Seat Summit 
carpark, Arthurs Seat Rd (opposite Purves Rd), Arthurs Seat. 

Map: Melway 159 E12  Grading: Medium    Distance: 10km. 

Transport: Private Car. 

Morning Tea: At start. 

Walk Details: Morning: To Seawinds gardens, and then pleasant walk through 
coastal bush to Kings Falls lookout. Optional 1.2km circuit when we reach 
Kings falls (not spectacular and will likely be dry). Return to Seawinds gardens 
for lunch ... 7km including circuit. 

Afternoon: Seawinds lookouts, Mathew Flinders Cairn, then downhill to La 
Trobe Car Park, bush track to Dromana Cemetery, then board “The Eagle” 
chairlift back to start ... 3km. Coffee! 

Eagle Chairlift Cost: Approx: $24.50 one way ($21.00 concession). 
info@aseagle.com.au, 03 5987 0600. 

Escape: Could finish at lunch time at Seawinds and return to car (600-700m). 

Toilets: At start, at Seawinds, at lower chairlift station and at finish. 

 


